UNLEASHING LIVED EXPERIENCE FORUM
Bursary Scholarship Application & Review Document
	Forum Dates: Tuesday, 17 November – Wednesday, 18 November 2026  |  Location: Sydney, Australia
Organiser: Aventedge  |  Application Submission: Email completed forms to info@aventedge.com with the subject line "Bursary Scholarship Application - Unleashing Lived Experience Forum"



1. Program Overview & Equity Access Statement
Financial barriers should never obstruct systemic advocacy. Thanks to our equity sponsorship partners, Aventedge and BEING are proud to offer dedicated Bursary Scholarships for independent peer workers, consumers, regional advocates, and representatives from small, underfunded organisations.
Eligibility & Scope
Target Applicants: People with lived experience, independent peer workers, lived experience advocates, consumers, and staff from small community/non-profit organisations.
Exclusions: Representatives from government agencies and large, fully funded corporate/community organisations are generally ineligible.
Confidentiality: All details provided in this application will be handled with strict confidentiality and accessed solely by the bursary evaluation committee.
2. Applicant Details
	Full Name
	Enter full name

	Preferred Name / Pronouns
	Enter preferred name and pronouns

	Email Address
	Enter email address

	Phone Number
	Enter phone number

	Postal Address / Location
	City, State, Postcode (to assess regional/remote status)

	Organisation / Employer
	Enter organization name (if applicable)



3. Employment & Professional Context
3.1 Current Employment Status
Select or specify your primary employment status:
☐Full-Time
☐Part-Time
☐Casual / Sessional
☐Independent / Freelance / Contractor
☐Unemployed / Seeking Employment
☐Volunteer Advocates / Representatives
	Current Employer / Organisation:
	Enter current employer or organisation

	Job Title / Role:
	Enter your job title or role


3.2 Use of Lived Experience in Employment
Do you explicitly draw upon or utilise your lived/living experience in your current professional or volunteer role?
☐Yes — Lived experience is a core/designated requirement of my role (e.g., Designated Peer Worker, Lived Experience Advisor)
☐Yes — I draw on my lived experience informally or alongside my primary responsibilities
☐No — My professional work is separate from my lived experience advocacy
☐N/A
4. Lived Experience & Advocacy Background
4.1 Duration of Advocacy
How long have you been active as a lived experience advocate or peer worker?
☐Less than 1 year
☐1 – 3 years
☐3 – 5 years
☐5+ years
☐ I do not have any formal experience of using my lived experience in a work setting

4.2 Committee & Governance Experience
Please list any lived experience designated committees, advisory groups, working groups, boards, or advocacy networks of which you are or have been a member:
1. Enter committee/group name and role #1
2. Enter committee/group name and role #2
3. Enter committee/group name and role #3
4. Enter committee/group name and role #4
4.3 Areas of Lived / Living Experience
To ensure a diverse representation of voices and perspectives across the forum, please indicate the key areas of lived or living experience you bring.
Privacy Note: You are only required to share information you feel comfortable disclosing. Specific personal details are not required; broad categories or themes are sufficient.
☐Mental Health / Consumer Experience
☐Housing Instability / Homelessness
☐Disability / Neurodivergence
☐Alcohol and Other Drugs (AOD)
☐Justice System Involvement
☐Regional, Rural, or Remote Community Navigation
☐First Nations Community Experience
☐LGBTQIA+ Community Navigation
☐Other (please specify): Type other lived experience context here
5. Value & Contribution Statement
In your own words, please describe what you feel you will bring to the event and how your participation will add value to the forum discussions: (Suggested length: 150–300 words)
	Type your full value and contribution statement here...



6. Declaration & Privacy Consent
☐I confirm that the information provided in this application is accurate.
☐I understand that bursaries are limited and prioritized for independent advocates and underfunded sector delegates.
☐I consent to the Aventedge Bursary Committee reviewing this information confidentially for assessment purposes only.
	Applicant Signature / Name:
Type full name as digital signature
	Date:
DD / MM / 2026



